
U.S. Department of State Foreign Affairs Manual Volume 9 - Visas 

9 FAM 40.4  Page 1 of 1 

9 FAM 40.4  FURNISHING RECORDS 
AND INFORMATION FROM VISA FILES 

FOR COURT PROCEEDINGS 
(TL:VISA-515;   01-29-2003) 

9 FAM 40.4  REGULATIONS AND RELATED 
STATUTORY PROVISIONS  
(TL:VISA-515;   01-29-2003) 

See 22 CFR 40.4, and INA 222(f) (as amended by Pub. L. 107-56) 

(f)  The records of the Department of State and of diplomatic and consular 
offices of the United States pertaining to the issuance or refusal of visas or 
permits to enter the United States shall be considered confidential and shall 
be used only for the formulation, amendment, administration, or 
enforcement of the immigration, nationality, and other laws of the United 
States, except that- 

(1) in the discretion of the Secretary of State certified copies  of such 
records may be made available to a court which certifies that the 
information contained in such records is needed by the court in the 
interest of the ends of justice in a case pending before the court. 

(2) the Secretary of State, in the Secretary's discretion and on the 
basis of reciprocity, may provide to a foreign government 
information in the Department of State's computerized visa lookout 
database and, when necessary and appropriate, other records 
covered by this section related to information in the database-- 


